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Sculptures, paintings and calligraphic work, and artwork of Temple 52, Taisanji — An investigation
into the “Kikai no Ashioto - Shikoku Henro Exhibition” commemorating the 1200th year of the
founding of the Shikoku pilgrimage
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In order to commemorate the 1200th year of the founding of the Shikoku pilgrimage public
museums and art galleries from the four prefectures in Shikoku came together this year (2014) to hold
the “Kiikai no Ashioto — Shikoku Henro Exhibition.” Previously many cultural properties focusing on
sacred sites in Ehime prefecture have been introduced at The Museum of Art,Ehime, but in preparation
for the opening of this larger event, a comprehensive investigation at Temple 52, Taisanji was carried
out for about one year from June 2013 by then Assistant Professor Hikaru EBESU of the Faculty of
Letters at Ehime University and a group of students from the Japanese History Research Lab of the same
school. As a result, a staggering number of about 17,000 items including approximately 400 pieces of
artwork, paintings and calligraphic works and sculptures, including items not previously put on display
as well as new ones, and a large number of religious texts and documents could be catalogued. In this
paper, we would like to report on materials that are worth special mentioning and were put on display at
the exhibition. For example, among the sculptures there were two Joshin zazo (sitting statues of
Goddesses), a Gochi Nyorai zazo (sitting statue of the five Buddhas) and so on. As well, other than the
previously-known seven standing statues of Juichimen Kannon Bosatsu (Special Cultural Treasures) that
were placed in the Main hall other examples made between the mid to late Heian period (794-1185) were
newly confirmed. Among the paintings there were the rare standard works from this region such as
“Juroku Rakan Zu” and “Amida no Honji” both from the Muromachi period (1336-1573). As well,
similar to the “Kannon/Monju/ Fugenzu” by Yasunobu KANO from the Edo period many items donated
from people in the Matsuyama domain and Mitsuhama district were confirmed. Among the artwork,
there were such items as “Jitsugetsurei” and “Nyoi” and other not previously discovered Buddhist
artwork from the Middle Ages. There is a possibility that the large blue and white ceramic flower vase
was created in the Tobe or Kutani areas during the Bakumatsu period (1853-1868), and is an important
item in the history of clay in Ehime. Through this investigation we could discover important cultural
properties that demonstrate the high rank of the temple Taisanji and its culture and history. In the future,
we would like to continue a detailed and comparative investigation into each item and further heighten
the significance of such items.
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