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Embarking on the Shikoku pilgrimage from Etchu province — examining the contents of “Dochukozukaitomecho”

iR S - R €]V tAVAL L))
Koji KONDO, Namerikawa City Museum

The “Dochukozukaitomechd” is part of the Ukita family document collection stored at the Toyama Municipal Folk
Museum. The Ukita's were a wealthy farmer family who lived in the village of OtaHongo in the district of Nikawa of
Etchu province (present day area of Toyama prefecture) . Among their documents is a record of a retired person in the
Ukita family who travelled for 178 days between February 29 and August 29, 1843 to complete the Shikoku and Saigoku
pilgrimage. But, unlike other general travel diaries the reasons for traveling, the person’s thoughts, places visited, and
experiences on the road are hardly mentioned. Instead the author has simply recorded the contents of everyday expenses.

In recent years, the analysis of various kinds of travel diaries has been conducted and as a result, travel conditions
during the early modern period have become clear. I believe that when compared with research on the pilgrimage to Ise
Shrine and Saigoku that there is still a lot of room to examine travel diaries related to the Shikoku pilgrimage. As well,
those who traveled on Shikoku, along the Sanyo road or in the Kinki area were mainly general people from the Western
provinces. Originally there were not many from the Eastern provinces that made the Shikoku pilgrimage because
geography was the main factor influencing their decision. As a result, it can only be naturally assumed that the numbers
of surviving travel diaries are rare. Furthermore, the difficulty of the Shikoku pilgrimage, the need for over 100 days for a
return trip and the increase of costs, confirms that making the Shikoku pilgrimage was a limited option for only those in
the Eastern provinces who were well off and had strong faith.

Based on these points and due to the lack of research on this topic I believe that examining the
“Dochuikozukaitomechd”, as an example of a record of people from Eastern provinces such as Etchu who made the
Shikoku pilgrimage, is quite important. In this paper, based only on the Shikoku pilgrimage of this retired person from
the Ukita family, I highlight the expenses for nokyochd (pilgrimage book) , food and drink, and lodging etc. I have also

added a reprint of the entire document to the end of this paper.
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