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Alfred Bohner: a foreign pilgrim from the early Showa Period

FALEYy - E—RF!
David C. Moreton

This paper examines the life of Alfred Bohner (1894-1954) and his book about the Shikoku pilgrimage, Wallfahrt
Zu Zweien: Die 88 Heiligen Statten von Shikoku (English translation: Traveling Together: The Pilgrimage to the 88
Sacred Sites in Shikoku).

In 1922, Alfred came to Matsuyama to teach at Matsuyama High School for six years. In 1927, after taking his wife
and daughter back to Germany, he spent about a month traveling around Shikoku and in 1931, published a book in
which he describes in detail various aspects of the Shikoku pilgrimage including his own experience as a pilgrim.

While the University of Chicago anthropology professor Frederick Starr (1858-1933) was perhaps the first
American to do the Shikoku pilgrimage, Alfred was most likely the first European and the first non-Japanese to write
such an extensive document on the pilgrimage.

Alfred ’s life, comments from this students, a description of the contents of his book, a variety of specific details
about the Shikoku pilgrimage in general and his experience, as well as a sampling of photographs included in his book
will be presented.
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