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The Pilgrimage as Seen in Wood-block Book Illustrations
from the Edo Period
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There are surprisingly few examples of illustrations of pilgrimage in wood-block books (printed materials) from the
Edo period. In particular, there are no reported examples from the early and mid Kinsei (Early Modern) period, a topic
of interest in the field of pilgrimage studies.

There was a man named Ansai. His secular name was Muramatsu, and he was a fisherman born in 1640 in Oku’
ura, Uwabe County, in Yoshi. As he wished to take the tonsure, he did not marry. His father died when he was
nineteen, and his mother when he was thirty-four. Six years after her death, he made the Shikoku Pilgrimage and
entered the temple of Jueiji, a temple in Ozu that was a subordinate of the Jodo sect temple Chion’in, as a priest
named Ansai under the instruction of Koyo. He was forty-four years old at the time. Later he lived at Honseiji, a
subordinate temple of Jueiji. In the third month of 1709 he had a prophetic dream and predicted his death. On the
fifteenth day of the third month of 1710 he died according to his prediction. The tale of his death quickly spread to
Kyoto, and was published in 1712 as Chronicle of the Blissful Death of Priest Ansai by Nincho of the Chion’in in
Shishigatani. (In fact, it was written down at Ninchd's study center Byakurensha by a Shishigatani disciple named
Ryua.) Next, the tale was published by the temple of Kanchi'in in Hikone. Then, in 1815 it was reprinted by Hogan
and Hoju from the temple of Saienji at Ohibi in Choshu. Again, in 1840 a third printing was issued by the temple of

As an illustration for this Chronicle of the Blissful Death of Priest Ansai, there is what appears to be a portrayal of
Ansai on the Shikoku Pilgrimage. However, this is ultimately only a " possible explanation,” and it cannot definitely
be said to be a portrayal of pilgrimage. If it is a portrayal of pilgrimage, it is remarkable as an early example in print.
And it is valuable not only as printed material. Ansai made the Shikoku Pilgrimage in 1680, and it has significance as
evidence of pilgrimage at that time. Thus careful discussion and treatment are needed of the illustration introduced in
this presentation.
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